Second-Grade Summer Reading List
   Good readers easily consume the equivalent of 100 to 200 children's books per year. How many words is that? One hundred, thirty-page children's books containing 10,000 words equals one million words per year; therefore, keeping skills sharp over the summer is so important!  Please make reading a priority and use this list to help you locate reading material and book titles for seven and eight-year-olds. In the Montgomery County libraries, look for easy-to-read books bound with yellow tape. “Step-up” books are bound with blue tape.  
   In order to determine text readability, use the five-finger rule.  Have your child read one whole page aloud, putting up one finger for every word that gives him trouble (exclude proper nouns).  If more than two fingers go up, choose an easier book and save that book as a read aloud.  Once some books have been selected on your child’s level, have him read every day for at least twenty minutes.
Twenty Minutes a Day

Read to your children

Twenty minutes a day.

You have time

And so do they.

Read while the laundry is in the machine.

Or read while the dinner cooks;

Tuck a child in the crook of your arm

And reach for the library books.

Hide the remote,

Let the computer games cool,

For one day, your children will be off to school!

“Remedial?” “Gifted?” You have the choice;

Let them hear their first tales

In the sound of your voice.

Read in the morning;

Read over noon;

Read by the light of

Goodnight Moon

Turn the pages together,

Sitting close as you’ll fit.

Till a small voice beside you says,

“Hey, don’t quit!”

Getting Children and Books Together. . .A Few Ideas. . .

1.  Create a reading environment in your home by having books and magazines available.

2.  Read yourself!  Let your children see you read.  When children see that you enjoy reading, they are more likely to pick up the reading habit themselves.  

3.  Read what your children are reading.  Children’s books are rich in good literature, art, and enjoyment.

4.  Turn off the TV.  Establish a reading routine with time set aside for each family member to read and enjoy.  Use the television that you do watch as a way to pursue further interests through books.

5.  Read aloud.  Reading aloud to children is one of the best ways to foster an interest in good books and to help your children develop and improve language skills.  Also, children who neither read nor are read to during the summer, lose a substantial amount of sight vocabulary, which will affect their fluency and comprehension when they return to school in the fall. 

6.  Share!  Encourage family members to talk about the books they are reading.
7.  Take a book along – any time you may have to wait at a doctor’s or dentist’s office or at a restaurant, as well as on vacation.  Books on tape are invaluable on long car trips – nursery rhymes, Raffi songs, or an exciting story will cut down on “Aren’t we there yet?”

8.  Relate books to family activities and events – vacation trips, the butterfly exhibit at Brookside Gardens, new pets, visiting a museum, the zoo, or the county fair, etc.

9.  Show that you think books are special; give them as gifts.  Check out local religious stores for age-appropriate books on the lives of saints, simple versions of Bible stories, etc.  
10.  Visit your local public library frequently.  One of the best gifts that you can every give your child is a library card, and it doesn’t cost a cent.  Help your child select books; ask the librarian for help when you need it.  Take advantage of the special Summer Quest reading program.  

The List!

     The librarian at your branch may suggest other books by authors listed.  You may also use Parents’ Guide to the Best Books for Children (Lipson), The New Read-aloud Handbook (Trelease), the New York Public Library’s 100 Picture Books Everyone Should Know (available on-line for kids:  http:www2nypl.org/home/branch/kids/reading/recommended.cfm)

This list includes easy-to-read and step-up books, together with picture books.  

Fiction
Aardema, Verna


Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears

Ackerman, Karen


Song and Dance Man
Adler, David


My Dog and the Green Sock Mystery

Ahlberg, Allan


Mystery Tour

Albee, Sarah


The Dragon’s Scales; My Best Friend is 





Out of This World

Aliki




My Visit to the Aquarium; My Visit to the






Zoo; at least sixty other titles

Allard, Harry
Miss Nelson is Missing; Miss Nelson is    Back; Miss Nelson Has a Field Day; the


“Stupids” series

Allen, Laura
Rollo and Tweedy and the Ghost at Dougal


Castle

Anderson, Peggy
To the Tub

Anno, Mitsumasa
Anno’s Math Games (J793.74); Anno’s Magic Seeds (J513.4); Anno’s U.S.A.;


Anno’s Journey

Asch, Frank
Milk and Cookies

Baker, Keith
Big Fat Hen; Hide and Snake; Little Green; Quack and Count

Bang, Molly
When Sophie Gets Angry…Really…Really Angry; others

Barracca/Buehner
Adventures of a Taxi Dog

Barrett, Judi
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs; Pickles to Pittsburgh; Old MacDonald Had an Apartment House

Bemelman, Ludwig
Madeline (and its many sequels)
Benchley, Nathaniel
The Strange Disappearance of Arthur Cluck

Black, Sonia
Hanging Out with Mom

Bliss, Corinne Demas
The Shortest Kid in the World

Boland, Janice
A Dog Named Sam

Bonsall, Crosby
The Case of the Double Cross;The Amazing, Incredible Super Dog
Brenner, Barbara
Too Many Mice; Moon Boy
Brett, Jan
Gingerbread Baby; The Trouble with Trolls; Hedgie’s Surprise; The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse; The Mitten
Bridwell, Norman
A Tiny Family

Brown, Marc
Arthur (series)

Brown, Marcia
Once a Mouse; Cinderella Stone Soup; Three Billy Goats Gruff; Dick Whittington and His Cat

Brownrigg, Sheri
Best Friends Wear Pink Tutus

Bunting, Eve
The Wednesday Surprise

Burningham, John
John Patrick Norman McHennessy The Boy Who Was Always Late

Byars, Betsy
The Seven Treasure Hunts; The Golly sisters series; The Joy Boys; My Brother, Ant
Callaghan, Jean Davis
Patty for President

Cannon, Janell
Stella Luna; Verdi
Capucilli, Alyssa
Biscuit

Carrick, Carol
Patrick’s Dinosaurs; What Happened to Patrick’s Dinosaurs?

Cazet, Denys
Minnie and Moo Save the Earth

Chorao, Kay
Ups and Downs with Oink and Pearl

Christian, Mary
Go West, Swamp Monsters

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann
Ice-Cold Birthday

Coerr, Eleanor
The Josephina Quilt Story

Cohen, Caron Lee
Digger Pig and the Turnip

Cole, Joanna
Bony-Legs


Mixed-Up Magic


The Missing Tooth


The Clown-Arounds Go On Vacation

Cooney, Barbara
Miss Rumphius; Island Boy; Hattie and the Wild Waves; many others

Coxe, Molly
R is for Radish

Cummings
Clean Your Room, Harvey Moon

Cushman, Doug
The Aunt Eater Mysteries; Inspector Hopper
Daly, Niki
Jamela’s Dress; Bravo, Zan Angelo!

Daniel, Claire
The Chick That Wouldn’t Hatch

DePaola, Tomie
Oliver Button Is a Sissy; Tom; many more!

Kit and Kat; Hide and Seek All Week
Dewey, Ariane
Splash

Dubowski, Cathy East
Pirate School

Dussling, Jennifer
The Bunny Slipper Mystery

Eastman, P.D.
Go, Dog, Go; Are You My Mother?; Sam and the Firefly; Are You My Mother?
Edwards, Pamela
Some Smug Slug

Egielski, Richard
The Gingerbread Boy (compare to Galdone’s version)
Ehlert, Lois
Waiting for Wings; Nuts to You; Circus; Growing Vegetable Soup; Feathers for Lunch; Cuckoo: A Mexican Folktale

Emberley, Ed
Go Away, Big Green Monster (many great drawing books!)
Farber, Erica
Ooey Gooey

Feder, Paula
Where Does the Teacher Live?

Fieffer, Jules
Bark George! My Bear Is Lost! Meanwhile

Fleming, Denise
In the Tall,Tall, Grass; In the Small, Small Pond; Lunch; Time to Sleep: Mama Cat Has Three Kittens; Count!

Flournoy, Valerie
The Patchwork Quilt; Tanya’s Reunion

Foreman, Michael
Cat and Canary

Fox, Mem
Time for Bed; Wombat Divine; Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge; Night Noises
Friedman, Ina R.
How My Parents Learned to Eat

Gag, Wanda
Millions of Cats

Galdone, Paul
Cinderella; The Three Wishes; The Three Pigs; others

Gannett, Ruth Stiles
My Father’s Dragfon

Ghigna, Charles
Mice are Nice

Giff, Patricia Riley
New Kids at Polk Street School series;

Secret at Polk Street School

Ginsburg, Mirra
Mushrooms in the Rain; The Chick and the Duckling

Glass, Julie
A Dollar for Penny

Godwin, Laura
Happy and Honey

Gold, Porter
Who’s There?

Griffith, Helen
Georgia Music; Granddaddy and Janetta; others; More Alex and the Cat
Guest, Elissa Haden
Iris and Walter

Guilfoile, Elizabeth
Nobody Listens to Andrew

Haley, Gail
A Story, A Story; An African Tale

Heide, Florence Parry
The Day of Ahmed’s Secret

Henkes, Kevin
Chester’s Way; Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse; Owen; Owen’s Marshmallow Chick; Julius, the Baby of the World; Wemberly Worried

Herman, R.A.
Pal the Pony

Hillert, Margaret
Let’s Go, Dear Dragon; Up, Up, and Away
Himmelman, John
The Clover County carrot Contest

Hoban, Julia
Quick Chick

Hoban, Lillian
Arthur’s Camp-Out;The Case of the Two Masked Robbers; The Laziest Robot in Zone One
Hoff, Syd
Barney’s Horse

Hoguet, Susan Ramsay
I Unpacked My Grandmother’s Trunk
Holub, Joan
Abby Cadabra, Super Speller, Pajama Party

Hood, Susan
Scaredy-Cat Sleepover

Hooks, William H.
Mr. Big Brother; The Mystery of the Missing Tooth
Howard
Aunt Flossie’s Hats (and Crab Cakes Later)

Howe, James
The Pinky and Rex series; Horace and Morris But Mostly Dolores; Horace and Morris Join the Chorus (But What About Dolores?); Hot Fudge; Harold and Chester in the Creepy-Crawly Birthday

Hurd, Edith Thatcher
Come and Have Fun

Hutchins, Pat
Goodnight, Owl; Don’t Forget the Bacon; Titch

Jewel, Nancy
Two Silly Trolls;Silly Times With Two Silly

Trolls

Johnston, Tony
The Quilt Story; The Iguana Brothers; The Barn Owls; Sparky and Eddie: The First Day of School; Alien and Possum: Friends No Matter What
Jonas, Ann
Aardvarks, Disembark; Bird Talk; Round Trip; Splash! The Quilt

Kanno, Wendy
Holey Moley Cow

Karlin, Murit
The Fat Cat Sat on the Mat

Kellogg, Steven
The “Pinkerton” series; The Mysterious Tadpole; The Three Sillies; other folk tales and tall tales

Kline, Suzy
The Horrible Harry and Mary Marony series

Koontz, Robin
Chicago and the Cat:The Camping Trip

Kraus, Robert
Good Morning, Miss Gator

Krensky, Stephen
Lionel and Louise

Kwitz, Mary D.
Little Chick’s Friend Duckling;Gumshoe Goose, Private Eye
Laurence, Daniel
Captain and Matey Set Sail

Lester, H.
Tacky, the Penguin

Lewis, Rob
Too Much Trouble for Grandpa

Lewis, Thomas
Frida’s Office Day

Lexau, Joan
Crocodile and Hen

Lindbergh, Reeve
The Midnight Farm; Nobody Owns the Sky; The Story of Brave Bessie Coleman

Lionni, Leo
Swimmy; Frederick; Six Crows; many more

Little, Jean
Emma’s Magic Winter

Lobel, Anita
The Straw Maid

Lobel, Arnold
Frog and Toad series; Owl at Home; Prince Bertram the Bad; Mouse Soup; Fables; Ming Lo Moves the Mountain
London, Jonathan1
Shawn and Keeper; Show and Tell

Lopshire, Robert
I Want to Be Somebody New!

Low, Alice
Zena and the Witch Circus

Luttrell, Ida`
The Bear Next Door

Macdonald, Maryann
Rabbit’s Birthday Kite

MacPhail, David M.
The Day the Dog Said, “Cock-a-Doodle Doo!”

Madsen, Ross Martin
Perrywinkle’s Magic Match

Maestro, Betsy
All Aboard Overnight; other titles in the science fiction section – Dewey Decimal 500’s

Mahy, Margaret
Beaten By a Balloon; Rattlebang Picnic
Marshall, James
George and Martha series; the “Fox” books; Space Case; The Cut-Ups; Rats on the Roof; Fox Outfoxed
Martin, Rafe
Will’s Mammoth

Mary, Christian
Go West, Swamp Monsters

Marzollo, Jean
I Spy (and sequels); Jed’s Junior Space Patrol
Mayer, Mercer
Little Critter’s Staying Overnight

McCloskey, Robert
One Morning in Maine; Blueberries for Sal; Time of Wonder; Make Way for Ducklings; Burt Dow, Deep Water Man; Lentil

McDermott, Gerald
The Fox and the Stork
McDonald, Megan
Is This a House for Hermit Crab? Beezy; Whoo-oo Is it? Insects Are My Life

McLenighan, Valjean
Know When to Stop

McNaughton, Colin
Suddenly

McPhail, David M.
A Bug, A Bear, and a Boy

Meddaugh, Susan
Martha Speaks; sequels

Miles, Betty
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Milne, A. A. 
When We Were Very Young and Now We are Six.  (These are delightful books of poems for sharing.)

Minarik, Else Homelund
The Little Bear series; No Fighting, No Biting

Miranda, Anne
Alphabet Fiesta; An English/Spanish Alphabet Story

Moore, Inga
Six Dinner Sid

Mosel, Arlene
Tikki Tikki Tembo; The Funny Little Woman

Moss Lloyd
Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin

Most, Bernard
The Very Boastful Kangaroo

Mozelle, Shirley
Zack’s Alligator

Noble, Trinka Hanks
The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash; Jimmy’s Boa Bounces Back; Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch

Nolen/Primavera
Raising Dragons

Novak, Matt
Newt

O’Connor, Jane
Molly the Brave and Me


Splat!; Lulu Goes to Witch School
Oppenheim, Joanne
Show and Tell Frog

Orgel, Doris
Next Time I Will

Osbourne, Mary Pope
Dinosaurs Before Dark

Palmer, Helen
A Fish Out of Water

Parish, Peggy
Amelia Bedelia series

Paterson, Katherine
The Smallest Cow in the World; Marvin One Too Many
Peters, Lisa
The Hayloft

Pickett, Anola
Old Enough for Magic

Pilkey, David
A Friend for Dragon

Pinkwater, Daniel
I Was a Second-Grade Werewolf; Irving and Muktuk; Two Bad Bears; Young Larry; Ice Cream Larry; Mush, a Dog from Space

Pinkney, Jerry
The Ugly Duckling; The Nightingale; The Little Match Girl; Aesop’s Fables.  (Mr. Pinkney has illustrated for a number of authors, including his wife, Gloria, and Julios Lester.
Polacco, Patricia
Just Plain Fancy; Thank You, Mr. Falkner; Babushka Baba Yaga

Pomerantz, Charlotte
The Outside Dog
Postgate, Daniel
Captain Hog: Mission to the Stars

Potter, Beatrix
(The Tale of Peter Rabbit is only one of about 25 stories Miss Potter write and illustrated.  See how many more you can have someone read to you this summer.  I hope you can find the little copies; the author said she designed them to fit into little hands.)

Preller, James
Hiccups for Elephant

Quackenbush, Robert
Henry’s Awful Mistake

Reit, Seymour
A Dog’s Tale

Ringgold, Faith
Tar Beach

Robins, J.M.
Addie Meets Max

Ross, Pat
M & M and the Halloween Monster

Rylant, Cynthia
The Henry and Mudge books; the Poppleton series; Mr. Putter and Tabby

Pick the Pears

Sacher, Louis
Marvin Redpost (series)

Sadler, Marilyn
The Alistair series; others

San Souci, Robert
Little Gold Star; A Spanish-American Cinderella Tale; Fa Mulan: the Story of a Woman Warrior; Cendrillion; many more in the 398.2 section

Say, Allen
Tea With Milk; Emma’s Rug

Schlein, Miriam
More Than One

Schotter, Roni
Captain Snap and the Children of Vinegar Lane; A Fruit and Vegetable Man; Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street

Seeger, Pete
Abiyoyo

Seuss, Dr.
The Cat in the Hat; Fox in Sox (Some Seuss is for children to read by themselves; others i.e.Horton Hatches the Egg, And to Think that I Saw It on Mulberry Street, The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins are to be read to them.)
Shannon, David
No, David! David Goes to School; David Gets In Trouble; A Bad Case of Stripes

Shannon, George
Tomorrow’s Alphabet

Sharmat, Marjorie
The “Nate the Great” books

Silverman, Martin
My Tooth is Loose!

Siracusa, Catherine
Bingo, The Best Dog in the World

Skofield, James
Detective Dinosaur

Slater, Teddy
N-O Spells No!

Slobodkina, Esphyr
Caps for Sale

Smith, Janice Lee
Wizard and Wart in Trouble

Smith, Mary
Orla’s Upside-Down Day

Snow, Pegeen
A Pet for Pat

Spirn, Michele
A Know-Nothing Birthday

Steig, William


The Amazing Bone; Amos and Borris;





Sylvester and the Magic Pebble

Stern, Maggie


George

Stevenson, James
“The Worst Person” series

Stewart, Sarah
The Library; The Gardener, The Journey

Stolz, Mary
Emmett’s Pig
Tarcov, Edith
The Frog Prince

Thaler, Mike
Come and Play, Hippo

Thomas, Shelley Moore
Good Night, Good Knight; Get Well, Good Knight

Trivizas, Eugene
The Three Little Wolves and the Big, Bad Pig

Van Leeuwen, Jean
Oliver and Albert, Friends Forever

Vaughan, Marcia K.
The Lemonade Stand

Viorst, Judith
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day

Waber, Bernard
Ira Sleeps Over; the Lyle Crocodile books; A Lion Named Shirley Williamson

Walker-Hodge, Judith
Surprise Puppy!

Watson, Jane
Tanya and the Geese

Wells, Rosemary
The Voyage to the Bunny Planet series; Max’s Dragon Shirt; Noisy Nora; the “Edward” books; Mama Don’t Go!
Weston, Martha
Space Guys!

Wheeler, Cindy
The Emperor’s Birthday Suit

Williams, Vera B.
A Chair for My Mother

Wilmer, Diane
Nuts About Nuts

Wise, William
Ten Sly Piranhas; A Counting Story in Reverse (A Tale of Wickedness and Worse!)

Wiseman, Bernard
Morris the Moose; Bobby and Boo, the Little Spaceman
Ziefert, Harriet
A New Coat for Anna


Little Red Riding Hood

Zion, Gene
Harry and the Lady Next Door

Zolotow, Charlotte
Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present

A Sampling of Non-Fiction Books
Aliki
Dinosaurs are Different; Digging Up Dinosaurs; How a Book is Made; A Weed Is a Flower; at least 60 more

Arnosky, Jim
Crinkleroot’s Guide for Knowing Butterflies and Moths; Trees

Barton, Byron
I Want to Be an Astronaut; Big Machines; 


Tools; Zoo Animals

Berger, Melvin
Ouch! A Book About Cuts, Scratches, & Scrapes

Brantley, Franklyn
Flash, Crash, Rumble and Roll; Tornado Alert; Volcanoes; other “Let’s Read and Find Out” Science books; Voyage Into Space books

Dorros, Arthur
Ant Cities (Let’s Read and Find Out Science Series)

Gans, Roma
Let’s Go Rock Collecting; How Do Birds Find Their Way?

George, William T.
Box Turtle at Long Pond: Fishing at Long Pond

Gibbons, Gail
Check It Out: The Book About Libraries: Fire, Fire; Signals; over 70 others

Goor, Ron and Nancy
Shadows: Here, There, and Everywhere

Hoban, Tana
Cubes, Cones, Cylinders & Spheres; I Read Signs; Look Book; many more

Krementz, Jill
A Very Young Skater (other “Very Young” titles in the 700’s)

Mitgutsch, Ali
From Grain to Bread; “Start to Finish: books by other authors

Murphy, Stuart J.
The Mathstart series; Room for Ripley;


The Penny Pot; Sluggers’ Car Wash

Oechsli, Helen
In My Garden

Parish, Peggy
Dinosaur Time

Parker, Nancy
Bugs; Frogs, Toads, Lizards and Salamanders

Pluckrose, Henry
Think About Tasting; other “Think About” titles

Selsam, Mildred
How to Be a Nature Detective; Keep Looking! A First Look at Seashells- Caterpillars; others

Truby, David
A Trip to Australia

Wolfe, Robert L.
The Truck Book

Websites:
     Many authors have their own websites.  Check them out for more ideas!

In addition, they have coloring pages and games to play on the computer.  Jan

Brett, www.janbrett.com, and Rosemary Wells, www.rosemarywells.com, are both

good sites.
     Another important aspect of reading is magazines and newspapers which are 

what many adults spend most of their reading time on.  Children love to get mail 

and need to be exposed to the idea of many articles and activities making

up a whole.  Consider a subscription to Highlights for Children, Ladybug, Spider, 

or Ranger Rick the next time a gift is called for.  Also point out The
Minipage in the Washington Post. 

Have a happy summer of reading!
